[image: ]






SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GOVERNING BODY
RICE, TEXAS 

Thursday, September 18, 2025
6:00 pm
Rice City Hall 
305 N. Dallas Street
Rice, TX 75155



Minutes


1. Call to Order: 
Mayor Pro Team Troy Freeman called meeting to order at 6:01 pm.
2. Roll Call
a. Mike Butler: Absent
b. Rosa Vasquez: Present 
c. Nick White: Present 
d. Tonya Roberts: Present
e. Troy Foremen: Present
f. Mayor Christi Campbell: Absent

3. Pledge of Allegiance: By All
4. Texas Pledge of Allegiance: By All
5. Prayer: Chief Charles Parson
6.  Public Hearing:
a. Public Hearing to discuss the approval of the proposed 2025-2026 budget for the City of Rice
Open Public Hearing on proposed 2025-2026 Budget at 6:03 pm. 
Closed Public Hearing on Proposed 2025-2026 Budget at 6:04 pm.

b. Public Hearing to discuss the approval of the proposed tax rate for fiscal year 2025-2026.  The voter-approval tax rate is $0.4023/$100.
Open Public Hearing to discuss the approval of the proposed tax rate of $0.4023/$100 at 6:05 pm
Close Public Hearing to discuss the approval of the proposed tax rate of $0.4023/$100 at 6:06 pm

7. Public Forum: 
Jason Grant - PO box 16, Chatfield, Texas.
Spoke to council to update the Soggy Peso building and former tenant’s Bankruptcy. He stated that he would need access to the building so that he can so prospective buyers of the building equipment stored in it.  Says he has 2 possible buyers for the business. He also has submitted a letter stating he would pay an agreed upon amount for rental storage and utilities from July 2025 to the close of his sale.
					
       8.	Alderman’s Update: None
       9.	Administrative Reports
	a.	August 2025 Volunteer Fire Department Report
		Given by Chief Gaylon Taylor
a. August 2025 Police Department Report
Given by Chief Charles Parson
b. August 2025 Municipal Court Report
Given by City Administrator Vicki Fisher
c. August 2025 Administrative Report
Given by City Administrator Vicki Fisher
d. August 2025 Planning and Zoning Report
No Report
e. August 2025 Mayor’s Report
No Report
f. County Commission’s Report
Jason Grant spoke in Open Forum
Suggestion made by Tonya Roberts to have reports condensed by City Administrator into one Report to be given by the City Administrator.

10.	Consent Items

Motion to approve removing all items from Consent items, made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Troy Foreman.
		Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Troy Foreman, Nick White, Rosa Vasquez
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed


	a.	Approve Minutes for August 9, 2025, City Council workshop.

Motion to Approve Minutes for August 9, 2025, City Council workshop made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Nick White.

Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Nick White, Troy Freeman, Rosa Vasquez
Nays: None
Motion Passed

	b.	Approve Minutes for August 14, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting.

Motion to approve Minutes for August 14, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting with a correction to item 11g adding Motion Passed, made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Troy Foreman.
		Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Troy Foreman, Nick White, Rosa Vasquez
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed

	c.	Approval of the August 2025 Financial Report

Motion to approve August 2025 financials with one correction to move funds for training to correct account made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Rosa Vasquez.
Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Rosa Vasquez, Troy Foreman, Nick White
Nays: None
Motion Passed

11.	New Business
	a.	Discuss and Deliberate adoption of the proposed 2025-2026 budget.
		
Motion to adopt the proposed 2025-2026 budget to include pay increases of 3% made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Rosa Vasquez.
Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Rosa Vasquez, Troy Foreman, Nick White
Nays: None
Motion Passed
	
	b.	Discuss and Deliberate adoption of the proposed tax rate of 0.4023/100.

Motion to adopt the proposed tax rate of .04023/100 for the fiscal year 2025-2026 made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Rosa Vasquez.
Aye: Tonya Roberts
Aye: Rosa Vasquez
Aye: Troy Foreman
Aye: Nick White
Nays: None
Motion Passed


	c.	Discuss and Deliberate NavCo becoming the City of Rice’s paper of record.
		
		

		Motion to make The Navco Chronicles the City of Rice newspaper of record made by Rosa Vasquez and seconded by Troy Foreman.
		
		Ayes: Rosa Vasquez, Troy Foreman, Nick White, Tonya Roberts
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed.
		
	d.	Discuss and Deliberate TexPool.

David Perez, Sales Representative for TexPool, presented TexPool options for city finance banking needs.

Motion engage TexPool and bring investment policy to October 9, 2025, to be approved by Council, and any other paperwork that will be ready made by Troy Foreman and seconded by Tonya Roberts.
Ayes: Troy Foreman, Tonya Roberts, Nick White, Rosa Vasquez
Nays: None
Motion Passed

	e.	Discuss and deliberate the reappointment of Sarah Farley and Brandi Solomon for EDC.
		
		Motion to reappoint Sarah Farley and Brandi Solomon to the Economic Development Commission made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Rosa Vasquez.
		Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Rosa Vasquez, Nick White, Troy Foreman
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed
	
	f.	Discuss and Deliberate the Resolution for the EDC to purchase land on South Dallas Street, Rice, TX.
		
		Motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-09-18 for the EDC to purchase land on South Dallas Street from the GW Pollan estate for $50,000.00 made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Nick White.
		Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Nick White, Rosa Vasquez, Troy Foreman
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed
	
g. Discuss and Deliberate approval to hire Hunter Excavation to begin work on Fannin Street drainage.
No Action
Council Directives; Need to discuss with Ellis County about an engineer to start the planning of the project. Go out for a RFQ for an Engineer.
Look at going forward with a PID district as part of possible funding sources for this Road project.





h. Discuss and Deliberate action regarding culverts on Fannin Street.
No Action.
i. Discuss and Deliberate the purchase of iPads for the council/mayor.


Motion to approve I Pads for Council from BestBuy, not to exceed over $3000.00, made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Nick White.
Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Nick White, Troy Freeman
Nays; Rosa Vasquez, 
Motion Passed
j. Discuss and Deliberate the approval to pouring a concrete slab extension in the Police Department parking lot area for a paved parking spot for the animal transport trailer and to help with erosion control.
Motion to approve the pouring of a concrete slab with work by Cowboy Hernandez Construction in the amount of $3500.00 made by Tonya Roberts and seconded by Troy Foreman.
		Ayes: Tonya Roberts, Troy Foreman, Nick White, Rosa Vasquez
		Nays: None
		Motion Passed

12.	The Rice City Council may convene and go into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney).	
		
		No Executive Session

13.	Reconvene from Executive Session and take any necessary action
	Mayor Pro Tem adjourned meeting at 7:39 pm.

14.	Adjourn

	



	Attest: 

	
	_____________________________________________________________
City Secretary/City Administrator			Date
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